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TO THE HEART OF ANCIENT ATHENS ACROSS THE LATEST MAJOR EXCAVATIONS: A VIEW OF THE ACROPOLIS FROM THE THESEON ACROSS THE NOW CLEARED 


SITE OF THE AGORA, RIGHT ACROSS THE FOREGROUND 
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WHERE THE CHORUS OF OLD MEN TRIED TO STORM THE EMBATTLED WOMEN OF ARISTOPHANES LYSISTRATA THE PROPYLAA FROM THE NORTH-WI 
THE SOUL OF ANCIENT ATHENS AND ITS BUSIEST MARKET-PLACE: ACROPOLIS AND PROPYLAEA; AND THE AGORA 
Overleaf we show the Acropolis as drawn by Mr. Sorrell 

south-west; here we have two views of the 
the lower drawing 


trom the south- by the American School ot 
north side ot the 

being, as it were, a close-up of the Propyl#a_ which 
also appears in the centre background of the upper The Acropolis is dis 


Archzological Studs the 
work being crowned in September 1956 by the 
Stoa ot Attalo just off the 


1 


completion ot this 
great rock opening of the reconstructed 


picture to the lett 


in the Ipper reproduction 

The Propylza, too, is in the news” in the London theatre, as it plies tk 

cussed in general overleat. The two views shown here have an additional locale tor Aristophane uproarious 2369-year-old comedy I trata 

and topical, interest. Since 1931 the Agora has been excavated and cleared which opened at the Royal Court Theatre to great success around Christma 
Fr vler ur Ay 4/an Sorrell spe y drawn for The Illustrate i London Neu thre ipt propert ra j 


Ste. Croix, Esq., th r, of the M 
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THE CLASSIC SCENE—AND BIRTHPLACE OF WESTERN CIVILISATION: TH 
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‘THE EYE OF GREECE, MOTHER OF ARTS AND ELOQUENCE '’: THE ACROPOLIS FROM THE SOUTH-SOUTH-WEST, WIT 


During his visit to Greece, our artist, Mr. Alan Sorrell, in addition to collecting the gateway through which the Sacred Way led 
material for a number of reconstruction drawings of ancient sites, recorded 
in water-colour a series of classic scenes as they are to-day. Of these this 
extended view of the acropolis of Athens is one of the most interesting, intrin- 
sically and in its implications as the birthplace of all that is highest in Western 
humanistic civilisation. Crowning the rock, from lett to right, are the Propylza, 


to the temples on the summit; 
the Erechtheum, the favourite temple of the ancient Athenians with its famous 
Portico of the Korai or Caryatids; and the huge and noble Parthenon, which 
Pericles caused to be built and Phidias adorned. At the foot of the rock, just 
off the picture to the left, stands the Areopagus, Mars’ Hill, the scene of St. Paul's 
preaching and the point at which Christianity, the other source of Western 


From a water-colour by Alan Sorrell, specially drawn for The Illus 
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THE ACROPOLIS OF ATHENS, WITH LYCABETTUS IN THE BACKGROUND. 


ative! 
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OF DIONYSUS BELOW, RIGHT. 


the mythologists preter to say was 


THE GREAT ROCK, AND THE THEATRE 


side, at the as the Acropolis and the Pnyx, but which 
dropped by Athene as a punishment of the daughte 


WITH THE PARTHENON DOMINATING 


the first time. On the other 
‘rs ot Cecrops, the legendary 


civilisation, met the classic world for 


right-hand foot of the rock, lies the Theatre of Dionysus where the tragedies ot 

fEschylus, Sophocles and Euripides and the riotous comedies of Aristophanes tounder of Athens This, then, was the birthplace and cradle of art, poetry 

were first performed and the world’s drama sprang into being fully armed, like drama, philosophy, political democracy and freedom of the mind; this, in Milton's 

Athene from the forehead of Zeus. In the right background rises the sugar- words, in ‘‘ Paradise Regained,"’ is the eye of Greece, mother of arts And 
native to tamous wits, Or hospitable, in her sweet rece ie 


loaf peak of Mt. Lycabettus, which the geologists say belongs to the same ftoldins eloquence 
Ilustrated London News” and now the property of Geoffrey de Ste. Croix, Esq 
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FAVOURITES OF THE AVIARY: FROM BUDGERIGARS TO WAXBILLS. 
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POSSIBLY THE MOST BEAUTIFUL OF THE LOVEBIRDS: MASKED : THE MOST POPULAR OF ALL CAGE BIRDS TO-DAY: BUDGERI- 
LOVEBIRDS (AGAPORNIS PERSONATA), WHICH ARE SOME- Press et GARS, WHICH ARE NOW BRED WITH MANY COLOUR VARIA- 
TIMES CALLED BESPECTACLED LOVEBIRDS FROM THE CIRCLE HARDY FOREIGN SOFTBILLS: PEKIN ROBINS (LEIOTHRIX LUTEA TIONS APART FROM THE ORIGINAL GRASS GREEN. YOUNG 
OF WHITE ROUND THEIR EYES. THEIR HABITAT IS WHICH COME FROM THE FAR EAST AND THE HIMALAYAS BIRDS CAN BE TAUGHT TO SPEAK CLEARLY AND THEY 
TANGANYIKA AND NYASALAND SOON BECOME FINGER-TAME 
SINCE the war cage birds and aie 
_ cage bird societies have greatly 
increased in numbers throughout 
the country. Among the favourite 
house pets to-day are budgerigars 
which enjoy an almost phenomenal 
popularity and the long-established 
canaries. The canary is a native of 
the Canary Islands and Madeira, 
where it occurs abundantly in the 
wild state, and is of a greyish-brown 
colour. Since it was first domesti- 
cated in Italy during the sixteenth 
century this bird has been the 
subject of careful artificial selection 
and to-day it differs widely in colour, 
and even in size and form, from the 
wild species. Many people in this 
country, perhaps initially inspired 
by an interest in budgerigars or 
canaries, have garden aviaries which 
provide them with unique oppor- 
tunities for studying the habits and 
requirements of a number of foreign 
birds. Some of the small foreign 
birds, which are kept successfully 
by aviculturists in Britain, are 
shown in the colour photographs 
on this page. Perhaps first favourites 
among the hardbills (those birds 
which crack their seed discarding 
the outer husk and eating the 
kernel) are the lovebirds ( dgapornis), 
SOME PRETTY BIRDS WHICH COME FROM THE TROPICAL NORTH OF of which there are several different FROM WE AFR : 
AUSTRALIA: MASKED GRASSFINCHES (P(RPHILA PERSON ATA) WHICH species. All come from Africa and WELPO —~ a Site cee ec ee ee 
[Continued below D1, COCKS HAVE SLIGHTLY BRIGHTER ORANGE CHEEK-PATCHES 
ARE CLOSE RELATIVES OF THE LONG-TAILED GRASSFINCH THAN HENS. THESE TINY BIRDS ARE QUITE HARDY 


\ LONG-FSTABLISHED FAVOURITE: THE C. ; WHICH POPULAR BIRDS FROM AFRICA ; CORDON BLEUS (UK tEGINTHUS A BIRD WHICH LIVES ON PADDY RICE IN THE WILD STATI 
MANY VARIETIES ARE NOW PRODI RENGALUS, THE COCK HAS A RED CHEEK-PATCH THE JAVA SPARROW PIPD1t ORYZIFOR 4 

‘ iued 

they resemble miniature parrots but are larger and more heavily built than 

budgerigars. Among the finches, which are to be found in almost any collection the hardy foreign softbills (the insectivorous and fruit-eating species) is the 

of foreign birds, are the Masked grassfinches of Australia which, though lively Pekin Robin, a perky and intelligent bird which comes from the 

extremely pretty birds, have never been as popular as their close relatives, the East and the Himalayas. Another bird from the Far East is the 

Waxbills, so-called because of their sealing-wax-like Sparrow, a seed-eater, which is hardy and easy to keep. 


Colour photographs by S. D. Jouhar, F.R.P.S F.P.S.A 


red beaks, comprise a group of very small and inexpensive seed-eaters. Among 


Long-tailed grasstinches, 





